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Learn Live: African Women Writers Series 

 
 

Dates Three week course, taking place on Thursdays 11, 18 and 25 March 2021 

Times 16.00 – 17.30 

Location Zoom  

Level Beginners, but all welcome 

Class size Maximum 35 participants 

 
 

Course description 

 

Join us for our series considering the work of three African Women Writers. Across three weeks 
we will discuss Woman at Point Zero by Nawal El Saadawi; Nervous Conditions by Tsitsi 
Dangarembga and Second-Class Citizen by Buchi Emecheta. 
 
Each session will consist of a presentation by our tutor, Dr Louisa Egbunike, followed by a 
discussion. The session will engage with the novel’s central themes and present key critical 
responses. You will have the opportunity to ask Louisa questions in a Q&A session, and you’ll 
do close reading exercises and discuss your own responses to the text with other participants in 
online break-out rooms.   
 
This short course will take place on Zoom and the link to the Zoom call will be emailed to you 
one hour before the course begins. 
 
Live subtitles will be provided by Stagetext. 
 
Week one – Woman at Point Zero by Nawal El Saadawi 

Following a series of interactions with a female prisoner awaiting execution, Nawal El Saadawi 

wrote Woman at Point Zero; a semi-biographical novel set in Cairo. The novel’s protagonist, 

Firdaus, has spent her life in a constant struggle for her own liberation, the culmination of 

which has resulted in her being placed on death row. A feminist literary classic; Woman at 

Point Zero asks the questions: what does freedom look like and how is it achieved?  

 

We will discuss Woman at Point Zero in relation to the gendered and class dynamics, which 

shapes the protagonist’s quest for autonomy. 

 

Week two - Nervous Conditions by Tsitsi Dangarembga 

“I was not sorry when my brother died” is the arresting first sentence of Tsitsi Dangarembga’s 
debut novel Nervous Conditions. Set in colonial Rhodesia (Zimbabwe), the novel presents the 
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coming of age narrative of Tambudzai, a young rural girl whose successful struggle for the right 
to go to school shapes the trajectory of her life.  
 
Nervous Conditions is the first instalment of Tsitsi Dangarembga’s trilogy, of which the final 
novel This Mournable Body was shortlisted for the 2020 Booker Prize. 
 
We will discuss Nervous Conditions’ engagement with issues of race, gender and class in 
relation to ideas of home and belonging in a changing society.  
 

Week three - Nervous Conditions by Tsitsi Dangarembga 

Set in both colonial Lagos and 1960s London, Second-Class Citizen is a semi-biographical 

novel offering a glimpse into the life of its author - Buchi Emecheta. In Second-Class Citizen we 

follow the journey of Adah, who battles against her ‘second-class’ status in Nigeria and later in 

the UK. Adah must navigate the social restrictions placed on women in both her homeland of 

Nigeria, and in the new home she makes in Britain. 

We will enter the world of Second-Class Citizen, exploring the novel’s engagement with issues 
of migration, gender, class and race in the UK and Nigeria. 
 

 
 

Pre-course task 

 

1) Select a short passage from each novel, which you would like to discuss.  

2) From your reading, formulate a question to pose to the group.   

 

A post-course task will be discussed in each session and emailed to you afterwards. 

 
 

Tutor 

 

Louisa Uchum Egbunike is an Associate Professor of African and Caribbean Literature at Durham 

University. In 2016 she was selected as one of the BBC and the Arts and Humanities Research 

Council’s ‘New Generation Thinkers’ which has seen her create and present content for the 

BBC. She has published in a number of academic books and journals, appeared on The Guardian 

newspaper’s podcast and recently featured in David Olusoga’s BBC 4 documentary on African 

literature, Africa Turns the Page. Louisa is the curator of the touring art exhibition Legacies of 

Biafra and co-writer and producer of the documentary film In the Shadow of Biafra.  

 
 

Previous Skills, Knowledge or Experience 

None required. Aimed at beginners, but all welcome. 

 

Accessibility 

Live speech-to-text captions will be available on this short course. 

 
 

THIS COURSE TAKES PLACE ON ZOOM.  

PLEASE DO NOT COME TO THE BRITISH LIBRARY. 


